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MENTAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK CITY

Expresses concern about GOVERNOR PATERSON’S “deficit reduction plan” and proposed cuts to community mental health services

New York, NY — November 16, 2009 — Governor Paterson’s Deficit Reduction Plan (DRP) would trim the state’s deficits by $5 billion over two years. In the proposal, the State share to Medicaid would be cut by $287 million for the remainder of the current State Fiscal Year; however, this amount does not account for the federal share of Medicaid.  State cuts and lost federal share together would result in a drastic cut of $720 million from NYS’s Medicaid programs. In addition, cuts in state aid to the community mental health system are estimated to be $50 million. 
In response to the proposed cuts Michael Friedman, Director of The Center for Policy and Advocacy of The Mental Health Association of New York City and Chair of the Geriatric Mental Health Alliance of New York, stated “Currently there is not enough mental health service capacity for the people of New York. Need, and requests for services have been growing during this time of economic turmoil.  Cuts to mental health services now will only exacerbate the hardships faced by many New Yorkers who are struggling to hang on until the economy recovers.”
Friedman is available to comment as is Kimberly Williams, Director of Advocacy.
About the Mental Health Association of New York City (MHA-NYC) 
Mental Health Association of New York City (MHA-NYC) is a non-profit organization that addresses mental health needs in New York City and across the nation. It is a local organization with national impact and has a three-part mission of advocacy, education and mental health services.  MHA-NYC identifies unmet needs and develops culturally sensitive services and programs to improve lives while promoting the importance of mental wellness. www.mhaofnyc.org
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